IDEALISTIC   THOUGHT  OF  INDIA

a tyrant, only in the sense that he is ruthless in carrying out the
word of God. He may rule the world, but for its good and not
for his own self-satisfaction. His self is already controlled, and
whatever satisfaction it derives it derives from carrying out the
word of God. Education of the self consists in obedience, self-
control and divine vicegerency.1 Our interpretation must recon-
cile IgbaTs poetical utterances.

This emphasis on self-affirmation leaves on IqbaTs thought the
stamp of individualism, though this individualism is tempered
by the idea of obedience to God and absolute self-control. Iqbal
adopts Rumi's idea of the evolution of man out of matter, and
maintains that immortality depends on man's own efforts. He
says: "If he (man) does not take the initiative, if he does not
evolve the richness of his being, if he ceases to feel the,inward
push of advancing life, then the spirit within him hardens into
stone, and he is reduced to the level of dead matter/'* As in the
philosophy of Aurobindo Ghose, matter, according to Rumi,
evolves into plant life, then into animal life, and then into mind.
But evolution should not stop with human beings. Man should
rise higher and, through his own efforts, should become one with
God. Or he may fall and become dead matter again, and again
pass through the higher stages. "Personal immortality, then, is
not ours as of right, it is to be achieved by effort. Man is a
candidate for it."* That is, the world is the vale of soul-making.
But when the soul is made, it depends on the soul itself whether
to become immortal or not.

Though Iqbal is first a poet and then a philosopher, the insight
he showed into the problem of time, the nature of thought and
of reality is profound. He has been able to develop a fairly
systematic philosophy of self-affirmation, which is really needed
now by all the Asiatic peoples, though here and there his poetical
expression is charged with over-emphasis. His idealism is per-
sonalistic and even absolutistic. And in spite of absolutism, he
has made a serious attempt to preserve the individuality of the
human ego.

*  The Secrets of the Self, p. 72.

*  The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, p. 16.
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